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s, Brook Davis

Deputy Director of Legislarive Affairs

MNational Oceanic and Atmospheric Admipistration
Tnitted States Depariment of Commerce

Herbert Hoover Building, Room 5221
Fourteenth Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
‘Washington, D.C. 20230 ’

Drear Ms. Davis:

{ attach the text of 2 commmunrication from one of my constituents for your reference. Please
advise me of the following:

1. Are fishery council staff, consultants, and council members prohibited from lobbying the
federal government on legisiation?

7. Are fishery council staff, consultants, and council members prohibited from lobbying state
govemments?

3. Ifthe apswer isyesto either 1 ar 2 above, are these prohibitions in law or in NOAA
regulations?

4. If the angwer is no to either 1 or 2-above, could such prohibitions b instituted through
regulation or would legislation beneeded? '

‘Please respond to this query assoof &s possible. T ime s of the essence as Magnuson-Stevens
reauthorization Jegistation could come to the House floor shorily.

With aloha,

ED CASE
Linited States Copgressman
Hawaii, Second District

Enclosurs:
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Ms. Brooke Davis
May 10, 2006

‘Dear Congressman Case:

This legislative session in Hawaii has been marred by what [ perceive to be some rather
unseemly participation by WESPAC employees, staffers and consultasts in the process of
developing new fisheries management specific legislation in the Hawaii State Legislature. Some
of that legislation seemed to be targeted at weskening the State’s position regarding the
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. All of those efforts seem to be intended to butiress WESPACT
position against that of the State of Hawali.

Interestingly, there is apparently no statule ‘or regalation that prevents the federal employees of
WESPAC from participating in this kind of practice, although according to NOAA Counsel,
there are rules that prevent Fishery Couneil 5taff and members from Jobbying at the federat
level. If that’s considered inappropriste, why then is iobbying at the State level allowable?

What T'd ike to request is that you cansider proposing an ameadment o the Magmson-Stevens
Act resuthorization currently being discussed in the House, which would ban Fishery Council

staff, consultants and conncil members from actively participating in the State level legislative
process {lobbying).

Aloha,

HName withbheld



