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Aloha,

'We are now at t’he‘conélﬂsien uf the Huohana’liahﬁ I Na Kupuna conference
knowledge into the eontemporary educational and gevernance systeins of
Hawaii. The embodiment of this ike, this knowledge, are the cultural
practitioners and kupuna gathered with us today.

It may seem that our purpose has been merely to develop a bridge or
consultation process that will allow those in government to have access to the
knowledge maintained by these people so 25 to benefit all of the people of
Hawaii and to sustain our natural resources, But it is not so simple, because
the knowledge of these practitioners is based on the relat’lonshrp they have .
with specific-aina; kai and-wai.. And so our task teday is to'also ensure that
their rights and ability to plant, gather and fish are _prese_rved

Chief Justiee Richardson and OHA Trustee Walter Heen have done much in
their lives to keep Native Hawaiian traditions alive. We thank them for their
efforts and for taking the tie to be with us to share their moo]elo and their
mapao. In many ways, their path reﬂects my.own; in that we are Hawaiians
who have assnmlla’ted into the Western way., We learied to play thé hoale

game.

. Others have kept their-feet in-the mud of the loi kalo and thelr hands salted

hauling upena and. fishxng lmes As Hawanans imist we choose one path or

dnother?

-Several participants tﬂday have proposed that we can reach our goal by
ensuring that Hawaiians dré on advisory boaxds,

"'mlssmns and 1
wnuld llke to commeud Joanne Yulmnura s sngges -_ﬁn.:.af a charter
Commission. On the other hand, as Sharon Pomuroy noted we have to ensure
that Hawafians are able to participate with authorlty, and not be just a voice
to be checked off to reach a FONSI.

The two. days of this priwalu, and even the three puwalu of this conference
series, haVe not. provided us with adéquate ﬁme fﬂ complete our work. But
archxpelago have_inet three tlmes to identify cotnmon .gg)ais, and these are
outlined in the résolution firorm Puwalu Ekahi and the Statement from

Puwalu Elua, which are found in your briefing books.

Among the reconimendations made in the Puwali Elia statement is the |
establishment of a'state holiday to celebrated the Kanaka Maoli. Might I
suggest that this be a day in ‘which not enly the Hawaiians wall their aina,



‘breadth of each ahupuaa..

As Colin Kippen noted, responsibility must be put on government to find the
people and not vice versa.

The establishment of Aha Moku consisting of cultural practitioners on each
island will facilitate the task of finding tlie people with the ike, and we are

optimistically hopeful that those of us gathered today will join the cultural -
* practitioners in including this goal in their 2007 resolutions.

‘Mahalo, Aloha, Mele Kalikimaka and Makahiki Hou
fit M. Gk

Kitty M. Simonds




