


This third Puwalu tackles the difficult issues of how to incorporate
traditional and customary practices into decisions and policies at

the county and state levels.

For policymakers, I believe that you have the burden of balancing
many different and apparently competing interests. You must
balance the past and the future, the rights of the collective and
individual; public interests and private interests; use of a
resource with the risk that the use may deplete the resource; and
Hawailan customs and traditions with Western law.

You must make difficult decisions, but if you make those
decisions with the counsel and advice from traditional
practitioners and those who are most closely affected by and
connected to a particular resource or area, your decisions will be
sound. If you make your decisions based on traditional concepts
of ahupua‘a resource management, while being cognizant of the
effects of your managemeht decisions on the larger moku and on
the entire archipelago, your decisions will result in a healthy and
thriving resource and community. The best possible outcome for

the resource, the Hawaiian people, and all the people of Hawat'i.

As all of you continue your deliberations, I know that you will
remember that whatever our individual interests and goals, we
are linked together and to this land. Each of us struggles, in his



or her own way, to retain within us the learn ing and wisdom of
our ancestors. We walk that delicate balance between two worlds
- the modern and sometimes impersonal society that surrounds
us, and the highly personal and ancient cuiture we carry within
us. The times ahead present great challenges and possibilities for
Hawalians. I believe that we can meet these ch._all;ehges if we

maintain our link with the past and our hope for the future.

Mahalo and my best wishes for a successful and fruitful Puwalu
“Ekolu!



